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GERMAN 

Mr. A. was born in Baden, Germany February 17, 1877. ~¢@ 
Gives his present occupation as that of a pantry man; but 
states that prior to the passing of the prohibition law 
he worked in this country and South America. “Is a single 
man, never having married. Has no relatives in this country 
except some cousins residing in New York City whose addresses 
he does not know. Has a brother and two sisters living in 
the old country all farming people. The brother is married 
and has five children, one sister is married and has nine 
children. 

This man lives in the Mission district of San Francisco, 
in a housekeeping room, which he rents for twelve dollars a 
month. The place is very small and inadequately furnished 
containing a bed, a small bureau, one chair, a table and a 
two burner gas plate. He apparently keeps this little place 
very clean. At the present time Mr. A. is suffering from a 
severe hernia, which naturally Tee hard labor impossible 
for him. He is now unemployed and has been so since August 
1934 and is dependent for his existence upon a relief agency. 

Mr. A. spent his childhood and early youth in Baden. 
This part @f his life must have been a very happy one, as he 
refers to it in a manner which indicates pleasant memories. 
He states that the Rhine land is one of the most beautiful 
spots he has ever seen. His father was a farmer and must 


have been quite prosperous as he owned an extensive vineyard, 
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which ae now passed into the possession of his sons, In 
addition to working this vineyard he handled a position 
with the German government, serving in a capacity much 
like that of the United States Agriculturel Department 
Farm Advisors. One of his sons now holds this same ~ 
position. Another brother of Mr. A. was a captain in the 
German Army and was killed in the World War. 

In 1904 Mr. A. came to this country, brought here by 
the prospect of greater prosperity than could be enjoyed in 
the old country. He went to live with an uncle,- who held 
an excellent position in a New York Brewery, and who re- 
ceived a salary of eight thousand dollars a year. Mr. A. 
states that within three years of his arrival in New York 
he had a job as a brewer and worked in that capacity, 
making an excellent income, until the beginning of the 
prohibition era. During this time, he travelled and 
worked in all of the large brewing industries in this 
country and spent a great deal of time in Milwaukee and 
St. Louis. He spent three years in Brazil and travelled 
to San Francisco where he worked as a pantry man in one 
of the city's best known resturants at a very good salary. 
In 1930 he left this postition and was employed for two 
years -- at the end of which time he went to Alaska with 
the Fishing Fleet, working as a mess boy and cook's helper 


on one Of the ships in the fleet. This employment lasted 
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during the summer of '!32 '33 and 134, He has been unemployed 
since, except for a few days work on a relief project. He 
has been forced to give this work up because of his hernia. 
It seems that this man's primary object in life, during his 
youth, was the attainment of material comfort. At one time 
he had a bank account of $20,000 and all of the comforts of 
Lifes — Her claims that he has exhausted his resources through 
his generosity to his friends and relatives in Germany. He 
has loaned his brother who is working the vineyard which 

his father left them, a considerable amount of money. The 
brother now cannot repay him, because of the string@mt laws 
under the Hitler regime regarding the sending of money out 
of Germany. Mr. A. seems to believe that his brother would 
not repay him even if he could, and states that he is using 
the country's laws as a means of appropriating his share of 
the inheritance. 

The man's wandering life in search of wealth and ad- 
venture has prevented his marrying, and in spite of the fact 
that he speaks several languages, he finds himself in the 
last years of his life alone and dependent on public charity. 
His decline can be directly traced to the Prohibition Era 
combined with his trait of being entirely too generous. At 
times he seems to long for the simplicity and happiness of 


farm life which he knew in his youth; howefer he emphatically 
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states that the New Germany is not the pleasant place that 
it was under the Imperial System. Friends returning from 
there report to him that unrest, opposition, tnhappiness, 
poverty, distress and tenseness are seen everywhere. He 
seems to appreciate the freedom of expression allowed here, 
however he feels that even in this country there is a great 
limitation to that freedom. He is a man, whom I believe in 
normal times would prove himself to be an excellent citizen; 
but under the duress of present conditions has found himself 
unable to cope with life. Sorta "Gone the way of all flesh" 


as so many of us have. 
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" JULIUS BAUM 


Born in Germany in 1833, died in San Francisco in 1894. 

One of the most outstanding business men of his day. 

Mr. Baum reached San Francisco in 1852 and after a short visit 
to te ations started a general merchandise store which grew by leaps 
and bounds. A few years later he took a partner and firm name became 
Baum and Schrier of which Baum was president until 1886. -In thet year 
he severed connections with the old firm and established himself as a 
grain broker and he again met with a great desl of success. For years 
he was one of our leading grain brokers and a prominent figure on the 
Sen Francisco Produce Exchange. 

But Mr. Baum was to energetic and active a person to stick to one Line 
of endeavor, and it may truly be said that he had his finger in almost 
every business pie. He was the founder and first president of the Vulcan 
Powder Works; he was vice president and at one time principal owner of the 
Sutter Street Railway Co.; he was a director of the Union Insurance 
Co., and he was actively interested in a good many other corporations. 

Mr, Baum was seeply religious and was one of the first members of the 
Congregation Emanu-El, but in time he resigned his membership in Emanu-El 
and founded the Mason Street Jewish Congregation, mainly because he was 
opposed to the liberal views of Dr. Cohn, who at that time was Rabbi. of 
Temple Emam -ZHl. 

Mr. Baum took an active interest in all civic affairs and spared neither 
time nor money to further the welfare of the city. He was also very active 


in the charitable work carried on by the Eureka Benevolent Society. 
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ISRAEL SOLOMON 


One of the outstanding San Francisco merchants and importers in 
1849 and the fifties. 

Solomon was horn in 1811 in London, England. His father, John 
Solomon was a prominent shipping merchant and trader who did a big busi- 
ness with various British colonies, especially Australia. 

At the end of the thirties Solomon left England for Australia where 
he took charge of his father's affairs. Later his father also settled in 
Australia and father and son carried on their business jointly. 

When the news of the California gold discoveries reached Australia, 
Solomon immediately took passage for California and he was one of the first 
party of Australians that came to Golden State early in 1849. 

Like all others who reached the State at that time, Solomon went off 
to the mines and tried his luck as a prospector, but at the eni of six 
weeks he abandoned the mines for San Francisco where he opened a general 
merchandise store. 

In 1850 Solomon returned to Australia in order to bring over his 
family, as well as certain types of merchandise for which there was 2 
heavy demand. 

The first ship load of goods he brought from Australia was composed 
of coal, mining implements, and cloth. Amond other things, he brought with 
him a ready made house. The house was in nutibered sections and was 
easily put together. This type of house, because of a shortageein building 
materials in California, became very popular and a zood many of them were 
subsequently imported from the Atlantic Seaboard and even fron Europe. 

In 1852, Mr. Solomon Sr. wound up his affairs in Australia and came 
over to San Francisco where he joined his son's firm. That made it possible 
for Solomon Jr. to make a number of business trips to Australia. 

Mr. Solomon was very active in civic affairs, although he was too 


taken up with his business, religious, and charitable work ever to hold 
TS SST nek Stale 


* a oe eke 


Aha teuh. +a [germ ares foe mre Copy ie ne 


ead oc a i <i * - sey sion ". Magy eacnt , pyrene’: ave sve 
iy lLuttesa vot heakerstl ptet coetiio’ wertriat: ane % ious ot a 
. , } oH 
cas 2 ; io wy ¢ 2 al ‘ees ‘ae. is | ; ¥. 
Pf hae G ve te® oft vata r vue ip Pi, We Lapetd it Ge fel napnge asd: MG ‘ 
pice Ci geaead re ee ct eee alee oe 
witciot eesttendt tidtd ad. Bolriee vos. dag ensues 38 “lke sia 
; : | 
é e ; a a G! ie 
eee ty ys sotsavonni® Liow atereeiia? eA “10. aes Re ‘ resw th a 
\ ri \ 4 : AM iF: pen j sak Z. Ay ee | P| 
tet it bse to pnd new of Ning uO Rye tet meng oboe iota thes srt Lee! a 
i ; j ; ‘ “ee a mew N a 
: » eae ie Py amr ale. go pak Lema oO tad, 9! ei 
a “ ae a “3 
. ah ah? « Bit Niet ote cota > fo. outa: ye 
{ ’ ; j 
te ae & by cates i? ee ¥ 
‘8 [a Seley’. oe Pte ie Be sents wt 08 
Sete tif ty 
eons re t Ee oe ia ae eae ka 4 
P ereraye a6 <62 aah 2 mas 7 hadobad sae ae on Rene 
6 Het ty Ah eR OEE os pct mar aa f 
Or a Re hermione 
; 3 PE Vi, ? Sof es 5 #8 jee act! 
. rohis ot ellegPanh’ od hector nome ioe KERR s p> 
; (5 : ¥ ‘ btm ah ys 
t a vay ry # y's { Pt on £ i ttoy sr + vghten® ' sf 
j d ri rage te gig ¥ ee ys ie " 
Keine went 
1 Pay a t r oe . . t 7 2 iy. y * ey ans ry ra 2G New of ies ied 
fa ecgniees.. 9 4 hetiaws novt: depen bet a itien oe. beet tse Fas f gt 
eae rats My Se Sd leet ‘oceua haat i; 
ty ; ee the , ‘ : i CY ry 2 F PF es é. wiht 4 fe, f Ts , im # arg it (ou 7 hii tate > a dy 
~ i ve ta Peter ae. bean - Ce ae be ish : F Ee aie ri wy ond 3 He , PRE s . 
; fier oF ey ECON aT ) waste, er brid ish 
ene Se oe Ae ia 
ee The aa 
<t we DS oy? 
rr ee eG rev aa sevens 


Vba.a oe tae Bik ar 28 iyliands cf 
aN Mookes: pon ws etc its. 
2 2h gid Ada tot, WAS Satie 8) 


ue 


fe 


a 


public office. He was one of the founders of the Shearith Israel Congregation, 
Was a prominent member of the Hebrew Renevolent Association, and according to 
sOme authorities he was a member of the San Francisco Vigilance Committee in 
1856. 


LEWIS GERSTLE 


Born in Ichenhausen, Bavaria, December 17, 1824. Emigrated to the 
U. S. in 1845, and came to California in 1850. For a time he peddled fruit , 
then became miner in Placerville ani finally opened a general store on 
a small scale in Prairie City. 

In 1854 entered partnership with Stern and Gruenwald and opened produce 
and grocery business in Sacramento. In 1862 the business was destroyed by 
the historic flood ney thereafter the partners moved to San Francisco, where 
they engaged in stock broking. 

When the United States acquired possession of Alaska in 1867, Gerstle 
and Stern became acquainted with Hayward M. Hutchinson and General Rousseau, 
the latter of whom had been appointed by the Government to take possession 
of the territory in its name. An agreement was entered into between the 
four, whereby Hutchinson was to proceed immediately to Sitke to acquire by 
purchase all the belongings of the old Russian-American compary. But other 
commercial interests were also interested in the opportunities afforded by 
the Alaska and as a compromise between the warring commercial groups, the 
Alaska Commercial Company was finally formed. The company was in the hands 
of nine men, five of which, Gerstle, Stoss, Gruenwald, Wasserman, and 
Barcowitz were jews. 

The company proved to be a great success. It is estimated that its 
payments to the government for the twenty years’ sealing contract, which it 
obtained in 1870, covered the entire cost of the purchase of Alaska. The 
company, of which Gerstle was president from 1885 until his death in 1902, 


may be said to have supplied the whole world with dyed seal skins. 
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SOLOMON JACOBS 


Born in a small Polish village in 1834, died in San Francisco in 
1904. His father was an old fashioned Jew and young Solomon's early 
training was strictly religious, while his general education was sadly 
neglected. 

At the age of 13 he managed to make his way to New Yrok where he spent 
some three years working at whatever he could find to do and peddling 
o¢casionally. When the news of the gold discovery in California reached 
New York he set out for the New El Dorado via Cape Horn. 

Enroute the vessel he was on was wrecked and he spent several days in 
an open boat wi'th a mamber of companions. The hunger and thirst of the luckless 
passengers was so great that in desperation they decided to sacrifice one of 
their number and thereby save the others. At first the fattest man in the 
party was chosen for the sacrifice, but the fat man refused to die for the 
general welfare and insisted that this honor be conferred on Jacobs who 
was the youngest member of the party. Fortunately the party was rescued before 
they could quite make up their mind to stoop to cannibalism. 

After a great many other vicissitudes Jacobs finally reached Sacramento 
in 1851 where he started in the general merchandise business, but soon after 
he transferred his activities to San Francisco where he established himself in 
the same line and where he met with a good deal of success. 

Mr. Jacobs’ was very religious and was until his death one of the pillars 
of the Emanu-El Congregation. He was also well known for freehandedness in ail 


matters of charity. 
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GERMAN 

R. was born in Germany. He speaks perfect English, and 
is about thirty-seven years of age. He went to sea at an 
early age as a merchant seaman and is vague as to his first 
entry in the United States. He joined the Marine Corp in 
1922 serving two enlistments and after being discharged in 
1928 he met, and married, the madam of a sporting house with 
whom he has lived during the past six years. 

He does not like his present associations, but does not 
know how to break away. 

He cannot get work and is further handicapped as he is 
not a citizen and is afraid to : apply for his papers as he 
has two convictions against him for beins the inmate of a 
disorderly house, and also says that if they should dig 
tnto his pact and find these records that he would probably 
be deported. 

He is plentifully supplied with money, but says he would 
prefer an honest job tut does not know of any way he can break 
away from the life he is now leading. 


He has no desire to return to his own country as his only 


ties here, his parents, died recently. 


“veut “ate ot. ee) “eugat ot Pot sane. teaddovart se. 2 % 
at gx09) ‘ented, odd. boxtoh aod vaotete ‘bed ia st 

| ak ‘bepaadoato pation edt bra einouteties ows gates | 

Akiw eavod yatiaoga p30 Kobe ‘eat belts am bea) toot od -88¢ 
a ” = eran xia. door ‘edi nu hens paves, eal oc nem 

Jou idcs ou .onoive logge Sasson oad oxi t tom: 900 eat ae 

“e le 00) 3) hess ak Bs Gee ors teort of ‘yor pore a 


et 


MWe 


' 


i “ J t f Py Fe 
ny A } aay C! i" Fa tie 


co 88 pougeotonat corti a4 ‘at, hae ow ap: tom 89 ce. 
ed. ae axsaed ett x04 vigiemfod bkeste ak ‘hue Resiite . : 
ao -etemet end uriied ’ 5% me Tees BEA adobdotmoo owe ned a 
aib binova pe Pe decd ayes oale bite seeped, vitobroeth, | 


a 


sf ‘is 


eneiece Hivow en. wae ebaooet egodd han bese tang ae 
ae 

ie . iis . oti tl The sbadzogeb oc 

bisow ed .eyea dud penon athe bobiqcue sy fiuttinotg et eB 


>: 


eo 
a Bo) ceo ort vaw ie to ound Son 2005 ind sot di Seen ae ‘solong: ; 


-aatoael wor at ent, othe ‘ott non’ owe | 


Ait Rd 
aa 


wine efd-an _ymiao9. fu10 vetd of eruder ot sateab: Of aad ea 


Wag 


Be svidaepen bold: ‘\etuoted etd 0H eed 
bok had a s N ghexr Ree rae Hf Y iP > a ; 
. Sie F ‘ Be A ae ee ' ‘ —s ie 
al fy . = Sip r a oe 
aie ; f ~ S12 un ci x * 
= eg - 3 rs, . ao ie ae - Pace bape HD ae z 4 


ah Ne Bh, ima, 


GERMAN 

Carl was born in Bavaria, German, in 1871. His 
father was a very large landowner} therefore the family 
was wealthy. He received an education fitting him for 
a professional career and learned several foreign lan- 
guages; knglish, French, Swedish, Norwegian and Latin, 
in addition to his native tongue. He attended the gym- 
nasium and was graduated at the age of fourteen. For a 
few months he worked in a bank in Berlin. Then he ob- 
tained a position assprivate secretary to the Norwegian 
consul at Konigsberg on the coast. All this was before 
he was twenty one. During his vacations and in his 
work he visited all the principle capitals of Burope. 

He went to London, Paris, Moscows. He liked, especially, 
to visit Vienna and went there often. There was music, 
the theatre, everything. 

When he becarie twenty-one his father wanted him 
to go to America, He had heard, of course, of the tre=- 
mendous opportunities in the land of democracy so in 
1892 he came to New York. He was not a poor immigrant 
boy, therefore the big heart of Horatio Alger did not re- 
cord him in his books. Carl had two thousand dollars and 
proceeded to strut. He had no idea of working for the 
present so he bought a cane and became a man about: Sown. 


Presently, this became tiresome and since the Chicago 
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World Fair began he went to Chicago. He saw the Fair 
and afterwards decided to see more of America, so in 
the depot he flipped a coin as to whether he should come 
to San Francisco or New Orleans. San Francisco won and 
so he was soon on his way to the Golden Gate. This was 
in about 1894, The midwinter Fair was on and he had an 
excellent time. “nd he was spending his money. Soon 
there was very little left. He had made many friends a- 
mong the German colony in San Francisco, among them a 
supervisor named Hoff. This man was a big saloon keeper 
and suggested to him that he go to work as a waiter in 
one of the restaurants which made San Francisco famous 
in those days. So Carl became a waiter in the Poodle 
Dog, the Hof Brau, and nearly all the big restaurants, 
since waiters moved from one restaurant. 

When the Alaskan Gold rush was on he wanted to 
see it. So he shipped as a roustabout on one of the stea- 
mers and went to Skagway. However, he did not leave tue 
sip because he believed most of the men who went to the 
gold m&nes were suckers and time proved he was right. 

So he returned to San Francisco and went to work again 
as a waiter. : 

He married; there were no children and, since in 
those days there were no automobiles, radios, or stucco 
bungalows to buys his salary was sufficient for all their 


needs. He never joined any cooks and waiters union because 


Meng 
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in those days that craft was not organized. Also, foreign 
waiters who hobnobbed with artistoecracy joined no union 
anyway, especially in America. 

Then came the earthquake, the city was mostly des- 
troyed and many were homeless. Because the water supply 
was low, the railroads took people away from the city to 
whereever they wanted to go. He and his wife took their 
belongings, after sleeping in the park for a few days, 
and were taken to Oakland and then to Monterey as he had 
friends there. The Red Cross in San Francisco immediate- 
ly came to the aid of the home less. They were given a 
few sandwiches and James D. Phelan loaned four million 
dollars to rebuild his skyscraper which was demolished. 

So much for Carl's version of the Red Cross Aid.. 

At any rate, while in Monterey he obtained a job 
as a waiter in the fashionable hotel Del Monte on the 
Carmel peninsula. It was owned at that time by William 
Crocker. For over ten years there had been a rule against 
allowing any Jewish guests. Years later Adolph Hitler 
this Anti-Semetic discrimination and the William Crockers 
pretended to be shocked, 

Carl worked here for a year or two and then returned 
to San Francisco. He was working in the "German Coffee 
Shop" on Maiden Lane and a certain man always came in 
and sat far in the back. le became acquainted with this 
man and it was Jack Black who had been held in the county 
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jail for many years. The records were destroyed in the 
cuse but no move was made to release him until Fremont 
Older discovered him am maniplated his release. Later 
Jack Black became famous as the author of "You Can't 

Win" end many prison movies, in which he collaborated with 
Bessie Beatty of the San Francisco Bulletin. he was an 
old narcotic addict and this book was hailed far and wide 
proving that any dope sddict could cure himself by will 
power. After this book was internationally celebrated 
and the reviews and blurbs printed far and wide and Jack 
Black had become famous he reverted to the habit and 

then he killed himself. During his last days Carl nursed 
and took care of him. 

Carl had saved some money and now purchased a smali 
ranch in Colma. Here he and his wife lived in ample se- 
curity. They raised vegetables, had a cow, chickens, a 
goat and he continued working as a waiter. Then came pro- 
hibition. Secure, abot a mile from the highway, Carl 
began bootlegging. He bought a small still down town and 
started to make whiskey. He had a large clientele down 
tewn of waigers and people who ate in the restaurants» 
where he worked, so presently he purchased the ranch next 
to his and an automobile. He had only had the car a short 
while when he ran into a telephone pole and wrecked it, 
so he bought no more cars. He began drinking too much 
and lost his job downtown, then his wife became i111 and 
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and died, This had a terrific effect upon him and he 
went to pieces. He lost all his property and was put in 
& sanatarian. 

After he was released he obtained work as a waiter 
and cook on one of the Southern Pacific Ferry boats. He 
worked at this for about a year or two. Later he obtained 
a job as a deckhand on the Golden Gate Ferry. He worked 
here for several years and in an accident broke a foot. 
This unfitted him for this work and it was not long be= 
fore what little money he had was gone. His pride preven- 
ted him from goin to friends for said, so he began selling 
papers for a living and moved to a cheap Plop house on 
Third Street. His only escape from the harshmass of his 
existence now is drink, and he drinks considerably. 

He is now sixty three years old, and while he has 
had as good an education as any man, he believes that 
most of the troubles in the world are caused by Jews. 

He is thoroughly eaequaintea@ with socialism but haga the 
futilitarianism attidue toward social justice. He is an 
old man, therefore there is nothing he can do about any- 
thing. He holds a fellow news-venior on his corner in 
contempt because this fellow is one of the Examiner crowd 
of vigilantes and boasts about wrecking Communist hesd- 
quarters. The flop house where he lives is owned by a 


wealthy man who lives in the Fairmount Hotel. There are 
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there are. several hundred filthy stalls called rooms. 
The owner never visits the places but has the manager 
bring him the rent each week. All the men who live 

here are sixty or over waiting for death. This is one 


of the homes Merriam will protect fron the whiskered mob 
on the billboards, 
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GAMBLERS FORTUNE 
M was born in Breslau, Silesia, Germany, 1895. 
His parents were of Semitic Origin and when he was five years 
of age the family emigrated to America. His father was a 
merchant engaged in the grocery business somewhere on the 
east side of New York. It was a very successful business. 
The old man was thrifty and honest, so M __. attended the 
public schools and had plenty of money to spend. However, 
upon finishing school he had no desire to enter the 
grocery business since hard work was the last thing in the 
world he was looking for. But he found a source of income 
which yielded great returns with little or no effort, so 
he became a gambler. And he devoted all his energies to his 
career. He was shrewd and he was cautious, and when 
Los Angeles became first known as the happy hunting ground 
for smart tue eae men he lost little time.in setting out 
for the land of promise, 

He opened a gambling joint on San Pedro street near 
Ninth. And once here he grew with Los Angeles and with the 
“same accelerating rate. When prohibition came his financial 
status was such he was able to go to work in earnest. His 
activities were not concentrated to any particular field, 
They, besides bootlegging, included prostitution, narcotics 
and smuggling Chinamen into the soanihrs from Mexico, With 
his gambling joint as a sideline. 

He was frequently arrested whenever the police depart= 


ment required a greater amount of payoff. But with the aid 
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of the best lawyers in town he always came clear himself 
although his employees always did not fare so well. In 
time, at height of prosperity, he was known as the "big 
shot" of the whole Pacific Coast. His operations extended 
from Portland to Lower California and unlike the East Coast 
he had little or no competition. Whenever there was any 


sign of trouble of a serious nature, convenient murders 


took place, Taylor and Crawford in Hollywood as two incidents 


which will always remain as unsolved crimes. When Marco 
was sent to San Quentin from Venice the wimle city of 

Los Angeles was shocked that gambling existed so near 

her sprawling limits. Indeed the Marco incident led to an 
unpleasant episode in M __'s life. 

In order to attract the elite he purchased the Johanna 
Smith, an old whaler, and anchored it just outside the 
twelve mile limit, off the coast of Santa Monica. Here 
launches transported movie stars and those who ape them, 
and a sea going Monte Carlo was conducted, Buron Fitts, 
the then District Attorney, filed injunctions, conducted 
raids, raised a hue and cry in the newspapers all to no 
avail, for the ship was outside the twelve mile limit 
and outside the city and county limits. So he determined 
as all law officers do when frustrated, to frame M__ 


and with the aid of Federal Authorities did so. Liquor 
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was placed in his home and subsequently found there and he 
was charged with conspiracy to violate the prohibition laws. 
He received a sentence of two years in a Federal Penit- 
entiary. However, since he was influential he was sent to 
Carson City, a Nevada State prison which then was used to 
board Federal prisoners, since the prohibition law had 
overcrowded all federal prisons. Here he was put to work 
in the prison kitchen of the officers mess as is customary 
with distinguished prisoners. The social position of the 
culprit outside governs his social position inside a 
prison. Here he found one of his former employees who 
sometime previously had been sentenced for a year, for 
smuggling Chinamen in his car from Nogales. This man's 
name was Harris and frequently his wife visited him bring- 
ing, wrapped on her person,several bottles of whisky. 
While she transferred the whiskey to her husband and M _ 
the act was seen by another kitchen worker who,that even- 
ing confided his spying to the guard captain. Both them were 
immediately put in the prison dungeon and when it was found 
out who had squealed, the informer was bludgeoned with a 
two by four in the prison yard. 
M __, however, was a wealthy man, and prison guards 
are bes a very small wage. From the dungeon he directed the 
operations of his business interests and the liquor ship, 


through one of the guards wno sent and received telegrams 
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for him daily. No one knew anything of what was going on. 
This direction of his ventures by wire proceeded for several 
months and was found out quite by accident. A rivalry 

grew up between two other very wealthy prisoners. Each was 
subsidizing several guards for favors done and a split grew 
between the guards until they became mae difficult to 
manage than the prisoners. The warden was faced by a serious 
situation and fired seven of them. These seven went to the 
Reno newspapers with tales of what took place at the prison 
and the opposition political party capitalized on the 
stories. One of them hinted at M __'s operations and the 
warden obtained a court order for an examination of the 
Telegraph Office files. Here the whole situation was reveal- 
ed, and M ___— received an additional sixty days in the 
dungeon. 

However, he still continued his operations, this time 
through other guards. When his two years was up he returned 
to Los Angeles. He is there now. The Johanna Smith has been 
replaced by another ship, she was burned for the Insurance, 


and all goes on as before. 
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GERMAN 

Felix was born in Baden, in southern Germany, noted as 
being a famous health center. Typical of that section, in that 
he is short and rotund with a very guttural accent, he is what 
you would call, a character. 

Forty two years of age when he came to California directly 
from the Fatherland, he spent the first fifteen years in Northern 
California before settling in San Francisco, whére he has since 
lived. In spite of the fact that he is poardering on seventy 
he is quite active and manages to conduct his small notion store. 


F. is not naturalized, neither is he marriede 
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GERMAN 
R. S. was born in 1860 in the city of Dortmund, state 
of Westphalia, western part of Germany, adjoining the Bel- 
gian border, a state well known throughout the ase for 
its excellent hams and smoked meats. He has never known 
his father who died in the wary R. S., a very small child, 
had a fairly good schooling in a publie city school. At 
the age of fourteen he started learning the blacksmith 
trade and worked at this profession and horseshoeing until 
the age of chnoteoad To avoid becoming a soldier, as mil- 
itary service is compulsory, he left his native city for 
Bremen, a German seaport, took passage on the steamer Odehr, 
owned by a German steamship company. In 1880 he landea in 
New York City where he remained two years working as 4 
blacksmith. He left New York and arrived in San Francisco 
inthe year of 1882. Shortly after, he married a girl of 
his own town in Germany. He hss a family of ten children, 
six boys and four giris, all married and residing in San 
Francisco. He became a citizen of the United States in 
1892, The wife, a cripple is uneble to perform any duties 
and is taken care of by one of their daughters, who lives 
at the parents home with her family. R. Se had a black= 
smithts shop of his own for many years in San Francisco, 
making a fair living, but having to provide for a very 
large family that required all of his earnings he could 


not progress. He was taken sick with a stomach rupture 
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about four years ago, and was operated on three times at 
the San Francisco Hospitale As none of his children would 
care for the old man, he was admitted at the Laguna Honda 
Home for the Rood He remained in the hospital for ten 
months, and has been at this place for two yesrs. He is 
gw very sick man, can only digest certain foods, and is 
very poorly taken care of; a very bright, reserve, man 
complaining about the eneatable way food is prepared. 

He claims to have witnessed all kinds of dishonese proce= 
dures but, like all inmates, willnot give any names fear- 
ing discharge from this institution, Every inmate, with- 
out exception, claims the very best of meats, are so poor- 
ly cooked as to make them uneatable. I heave personally 
tasted it and must say it is unfit for a dog. R. S. is 

a very sick man suffering considerably, but has great 


vitality and still eppears much younger than he ise 
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GRRMAN 

Hedda Grin was born in Germany about 1902, of the 
upper middle class. She received a good education and 
was studying to be a writer when the war broke out. With 
two brothers and several cousin in the war, her time was 
divided among her relatives comforting the mothers of 
slain or wounded sons. She was away from home much during 
those stormy times and consequently did not notice that 
her mother was growing more frail each day. With two sons 
in the war it was more than her religious mind could stand, 
/s0 in the middle of summer she took to her bed and soon 
was at peace with this conflicting world. 

But Hedda did not arrive home until after her mother 
died. She tells how her father met her at the railroad 
station, how strange was his appearance. He could not 
tell her that her mother was dead bat only looked at her 
with dumb and silent eyes. They went home and the house, 
as they stood before it, shimmered, an etheresl whiteness 
in the stillness of a bright and sultry noon. Hedda did 
not know, altho she sensed it, the tragedy that shadowed 
the fanily. When there is death inside a house it shouts 
like a guilty secret to every passerby. How much more 
is evident to one, who returning, finds that death has 
preceeded him, 

Hecda wandered about the house desolate to think 
that she had not been near her motherat times when she 
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her. She wandered in the garden touching th flowers 

that her mother's hand had tended thru the spring end sum- 
mer months. The grief of this girl of sixteenvwas incon- 
sOlable, but it could not shut out the greater ivagery 
that was happening to the nation. News srrived daily of 
the death of friends and relatives at the front "’4 116d 

in action", Others were coming home on leave from hos- 
pitals where they were convalescing, to spend a few days 
with friends and families before returning to the sham- 
bles. It was plain even to the most optimistic of Germans, 
however; that Germany was losing. 

‘Hedda stayed to keep house for her father and her 
younger sister. The fatal day came when Germany lost and 
the German pe ople were at the mercy of a victorious world. 
The country was plundered of everything of value. Girls 
bartered themselves for a loaf of tread for their starving 
families or a bar of soap which in post war Germany was 
an unattainable luxury. 

The day came when Hedda's little sister was married 
and another day when her father died. Hedde grieved not 
over her father's death, for she knew he was escaping much 
‘misery and sorrow as one of this vanquished nation, 

Hedda: ~m=s alone and the future lay aheed of her.” 
There could se no future for writers in Germany but there 
was PR le promised land. America, the Nation that 
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“was helping to rob Germany of all her wealth. It was a 
bitter decision but there could be no other. Hedda set 


out for America the land of unfulfilled promises, bubles 
and air castles; ten-cent-store millionaires, impoverished ~ 
princes, racketeers and clever politi@ians. 

Today we see Hedda much the same as she was then. 
She still writes poems on the kitchen table. She cooks; 
gews and keeps the house in order; but not for her own 
family. ‘She is the poorly paid but excellent servant of 
a wealthy, but idle, Piedmont family. She gets her in- 
spiration not from the stars but from the hights that 
twinkle over lake Merritt. On elear nights she can see 
from her window the myriad lights of San Francisco that 
beckon from across the bay, for she works far into the 
night. 

But Hedda is not discouraged, she puts her faith 
in God and Hitler. From her meagre salary of fifty dollars 
per month she gives generously to all chuneh organizations, 
and regularly she dispenses the larger part of her earnings 
to her two brothers still in Germany --Hitler's storm troo- 
pers. 

Withall she keeps faith in Hitler for the salvation 
of Germany and the world even tho she can see that with 
his complete control of Germany he cannot even pay his 
storm troopers a living wage and they gladly accept a mrt 


of the meagre wages of a poorly paid servant girl in order 
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_ More then sixty yeorés ago, a young counle set 
out from Alsace-Lorraine for the United Stetes with 
high hopea ef imoroving their economic stetus in the 
new land. The young men, Herr &, @ peasant farmer, — 
wes of German descent, while his wife was Treneh. They 
hed heard much of the wealth to be had in America, and 
they set forth, determined that if herd work and thrirt 
were the only prerequisites, they would eaequire o shere 

of it for themselves, 

They seme directly to New Ulm, Yinnesote, snd 
obteined Lond upon which they reised wheat. There their 
first child, « son wes born and ehristeneé ¢.e, 

shen little C,. wes four years of age, his perente 

joinea the great veutvard movement of population, 
erriving at length in the little torn of Prenklin (later 


Santa Rosaj. Claifornia. Here more ferm land ves secured. 


AS the years pessed, four other children «ere born, Je, 
Les Fey and %. All, save %., who died in her fifteenth 
year, survive to the present tine. | 

Just as certein Indian tribes held thet a man ees 
of small importance unless he owned many horses, and 
as the nomedie reees of the esst measured one's social 
ang eeononle standing by the number of one's flocks and 
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herds, so Herr 8 believed thet the only relicbie ine 
dex to a man’s true worth was the amount of lend he 
possessed. Hence the profits aecruing from his 
lebors and those of his family vere invested, vithe 
out exception, in real estate. So vital a part of 
his whole existence wes this belief thet it hes 
Carried over into the lives of his chiléren, all of 
whom have either becoze formers or merried formers, 
devoting their ene cies to aequiring land, with « 
zeal equalled only by that of their fathers. 

_ Many of the old customs and traditions were 
carried on in the new hors just as they hed been in 
Buropée One of these wee the German euston of 
Supplementing the three priteipal mesis eseh aésy 
with additionel refreshments. ‘Greakfe:t wes served 
et an cerly hour. Then about ten oteloek in the 
morning everyone haa coffve and some sort of eake 
or pestry, such as coffee @ kee. Sven the hired a 

were brought in from the fields to -erteke ef this. 
4 dDountiful seel wes served at noon, ond about three 
in the afternoon, it was supplemented «ith wine and 
uguslly little cakes or cookies. Supper was elweys 
another heavy sec] with food in abundance, both as 
to quantity end variety, eng usuelly refrosiments 
of some sort were serveé during the evening, eSpe~ 
clelly if eullers haprened in, 
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The dining teble was never completely cleared, 
for bowls of fruit and plates of cookies or little 
cakes always occupied an important central lovation 
‘upon it between melas, and e bottle of red wine with 
Glesses stood at one end of it, and a bottle of 
white wine and its glasses stood at. the other. Thus 
eating became practicslly a continuous process in 
the household. 3 

fable manners were also of « somewhat unique 
type, for it was good usage to eat with one’s knife 
and to indieste heserty approval of the food served 
by consumine it es .cisily es poszible. 

May superstitions of probable European origin 
were also perpetuated by Herr S, and meny of them 
are still firmly believed and observed by his child- 
ren. Among these is the ides that night sir is de- 
finitely injurious, hence one must sleep in a room 
whose doors and windows are ell seeurely closed. 
Business transactions made on a@ Fridey can never | 
have any but unfortunate consequenees, and anything 
connected with the number thirteen is to pe shunned 
because it may be depended upon to bring bed Luck. 
Crops which were not pianted according to the 
moon*’s phases will never mature properly, Drinking 
water while sorking in the fields impairs one's 
health, henee one should drink only sine under these 
circumstances. 


The family produeed ite own grepes and made 


its own wine. i meats and sausages, 


1311 


we» 8 eee 


es 
Le 


- ae 
} 4 ij = # 
Y ; we Th iy. ¥4 


. ‘tet ‘ Sar a 
rad ae ee 4 ‘ee 
a Lt 2 = 
4 Gv a * 
x 
s =y 2 er p 
Pins falq v0 = e 
is , saa ‘ age ; 
“ ’ 
oe <i ; ol 
> ah +e aye Cnty ile hale y pererrcte . 
— << a Pane ie oF 
Fiy } x » Las men ,eotaw snoe! oe | SOF 
a a “i + 2 ra 
f ‘ ? 
' .s " os — vik € <2 2 
; : > ae oe Ma? 42h 4s ¥ 
. E : 7 
* a ae é 
" 
t rs . Pas 4 th 4 a ie 
« : te ww) a 4 ¥ - 
, , 
a 
- a 
4 b, % * ¢ q — ons «ay ¢ 4 
A \“ S aan SS a a 2. 5) 
ws 2 
a. c ic 2 ae 
¥ ¢ i r , 
: ao (eeiereu 
er - @ * 
' - 
re 7 . 
. nied . see 
, are bat) 
‘ 
a “ a 
- eed * dl =) 
a - = ‘ ~ >. ‘ 
~ "7" ‘, 
. $ ; 3 
Se *< 3 ’ 
; . 
A, 
ai J , 
- ? e : : 
t . - 5 
= + f < a 
a 
* > 7 
3 
« i wm 
ety t 
2 . : 
vs 
f - 
; A ‘ 
" oe . . 
- 
fae as , . i . 
{ . . « r 
' age 
~ ‘ 


* 
, Sy : 
9%; 
. ad - 
3 : ‘ "7 
& ‘ os be 
' & > or Pe 
c eFs.| wit Pe 
~ 2 
: = = 2 
i - ‘ us 
‘ we ' 
ti> iG ’9 ri 3 
© . i 
c : wu we 
4? % ws 


’ d an 
diolue sqeze 


sauerkraut, and soap were also products of the fauily's labors. 
Soeial life was largely confined to hay rides end 
pienies in sumer, mé to fanily gatherings on winter even- 
ings for eonversation and singing, for ell vere inordinstely 
) _foné of susic. Christaes, in keeping with the Gercan trediticn, 
ae was alveys @ very festive occasion of which the seeuring and 
2) teluming of the tree was an im orteant feature. The ides of 
i Pelghading tetexines was something thet never eseurred to 


enyone, for the etringine of pop corn and erenberries, end te 
polishing of crengeé ond red apoles to grace its brenches 
vere as mach a part of the eclebretion as tae the tree itself. 
A bountiful dinner shich generally included roasts of turkey 
end pork, ola meats, salami, vecetables in verious styles, 
cakes, pies an¢é e variety of other sweets was always served 
on the oeeasion. 
7 Herr & tas not o believer in edugation, for eceording 
te his ideas to be © suecessfal farmer was the hichest salle 
ing to which man might espiré, and in his belief, suecess 
in that field was dependent upon industry, thrift, and native 
eagacity, rather tian upon enything one sicht learn from 
‘books. For this reason, his children hed to be content vith 
an ordinary erede schoo] edueation. 

Aside from vork on his lend vhich secmed over to increase 
in acreace as the yeers nas c@, his «rime interest ws in 
inver tions of various trpes which he devised during rainiy 
aeys and other rere moments of leisure. Altheuch he lived- 
and-diec «any yeare before the Yright Brochera brought forth 
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their femous invention for the conquest of the tir, he ale 
ways stoutly maintained thet a "flying machine” was entire- 
ly possible, and at the time of hie death he was working 
upon one which he believed would offer conerete evidense of 
the ‘trath of his contention. Since it wea never completed, 
At is not ksown whether or not the sechine would have flown 
successfully, but it scezs ressouette to supose that it 
aight have because he was using the seme principle in its 
sonstractio thet wee later earricaé out ty the Srichts. 
Garnan wes the langusge spoken in the hone, end all 
menvers of the feuily were comounicants of the Catholic 
ehurehs Most of then still seintain their concseetion with 
be eharch, but Caille, due to the faot that he married & 


~ protestant, “o longer observes the rites end rituals of his 


faithe 

His wife 1s -f Pennsylvanis buteh «arentege, her fanliy 
heving ¢ome west vie wagon $Reain @aring the great weaterr 
migration, and settled near Santa Rosa. After their marriage, 
they settle® on « farn end @eveted themselves to carrying on | 
the S tredition of eequiring lené,. To them were born four 
daughters, Wilda, 4udrey, Mildred, end Remona, all of «hom 
survive to the oresent time. 

Camille gould see no nore Value in book leerning than 
sould his father before him, but due to the fast that farming 
@es not suitebdle es an eecupetion for hie four daurchters, he 
found it necessary to effect a comprocise where their 


a 
ay 


nF 


| schooling ves concerned. Agcordincly, sll of theg conpleted 


“Wilde continued her e@vestion et a state teacher*e 
Gollece from whieh she secured an elexentery teaching credene 
tial. After teachine school for several yesra, she morried 
@ young san of Aneriean descent who has been variously engaged 
es & faxcer end af a @om-ereial truek ériver. They have one 


~ehild, @ daughter, nine years of age. 


Audrey fitted herself for the orofeccion of Chirepractor 
end dieticie: in which ficld@ ehe enjoys considerable success. 
Her husbend le cf ameriesn origin ané@ ie proprietor of e seat 
market in the town in »hieh they lives They heve no ehilde 
ren, Mildred completed a co:rse in cosmetology ané is eu- 
ployed fs a bearty ehope the hes not anertat ae vete 

Re-ona vent to work in @ store efter eoupleting her high 
school sourse, She eubsequently oepried @ man of Americon 
perentace, who is Gorecected eith the store in which she vorip . 
They have no chiléret. | 

ae to the other necbers of the ori¢inel fanily-Mery died, 
as hae been eteated, «hen but fifteen yeers of a°@. Lucy 


marrieé a farser of Eneli«h sesgert. Julien -erried a cirl 


of Prench perenteace, and Ferdinand merriea an Anerieen firl. 
Julian «ené Feréinené in coucon with Cemille, enge-ed in 

farming es ¢id Luey*s husbend, and ell invested@ heavily in 

lend. AS @ result their losses during the depression heve 
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Chew a grest, for ot only have form volies depreeiaved 


| tentnehy eines 1008, owt temps ccaMimaai ca . 
feneed a corresponding deereske ) in value, Consequently, 
all of ‘he fently neve been forced to borrow heevily in 


_ Order to defray living expenses ond cover the cost of fern 


¥ 
ag 
‘> 


i. ing operetions, end they are all so deeply in debt thet it 
_ Sms doubtful thet they will ever be able to émerce with= 
out seerifieing « considerable ortion of their land 
holdings. 


German 

"I was born in Breslau, Germany, end came over here be- 
cause three other young men were also coming to America; we 
all had heard it was the land of opp6rtunity for young men. 
I landed in New York, but times were very bad there. I had 
a cousin here in San Francisco, to whom I wrote and he told 
me to come here. I had just enough money to get here. 

"He was a peddler and for awhile I helped him, and we 
barely made a living for several years. Finally it went 
better, and we saved and started a small store. After a few 
years we prospered until we became quite rich for these days, 
in fact, near the million mark. After still prospering we 
built a larger store. 

"In the mean met during those three years I was married 
and three children were we blessed with, we gave each a fine 
college education. Two boys and a girl. 

After they left college, my trouble started. The boys 
all had new ideas while I wanted to stick to the old ones 
which I was successfull with. After a lot of persuasion by 
them and my Wife, I gave them a chance with their theories. 
I built a larger and finer store. My popular price trade 
soon deserted this better store, business became worse each 
month till finally, the loses were getting quite large. My 
boy had made two reckless marriages and started drinking 
heavily; he let the business go to ruin. I had to jump in 
again and take hold, but it was too late as the depression 


had started and I lost business and all. 
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"Well for many years I was happy, successfull, etc., 
but now at the age of sicty seven, I have enough to live 
on for my remaining days, but have to live with frugality 
to get by. My sons, one still out of work and other making 
a poor living for his family, and my daughter while married, 
her husband has lost all his money and position, and are 
having a struggle and the saddest blow was the loss of my 
wife several years ago. I guess for me it is just eating 


and sleeping until my time comes." 
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GERMAN 

We met her in a small notion store in a residental 
section of the City. Here she lives alone in the rear 
of the store, whieh she owns and operates. Following is 
her story. . 

"My husband and I were born in the village of Beil- 
stein, on the Moselle River, in Germany. His father ope- 
rated a small store and also grew grapes on the hillsides. 
There were four older sons than my husband and when he haa 
finished his time in the German Army, he became a sailor 
on a German merchant ship. He made many trips to New 
York and grew to like this country. 

"One summer he came home to Beilstein and we were 
married. I came to America in the steerage of his ship. 
That was a great many years ago, long before the quota 
was put into force. I did housework in New York until 
I learned to speak English, then I found work in a depart- 
ment store. 

"My husband remained at sea, finally, becoming first 
officer on a German liner. We saved our money. Then I 
had to stop work for a year when my son, W--, was born, 

I hired a good German girl to take care of him in our flat. 

"I became a buyer in the store and I made a number 
of trips to Europe. I made few friends in New York and I 


was ready to come to San Francisco when my husband was 
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offered the command of a German liner which plyed between 
Shanghai and San Francisco. | 

"I sent W-- to the State University to study Law. 

He had graduated a short time before the United States de- 
clared war on Germany. One day terrible news came to me 

in the store where I had become a buyer here in San Francis- 
co. My husband's ship had been sunk by a British gunboat 
and all hands were lost. 

"A hatred for England came into my heart. Then in a 
short time the United States was sending soldiers to France 
to fight against my people. W-- had to register with the 
draft board. I pleaded with him not to go. When he was 
called he protested with the draft board, told them he 
would not take up arms against his own relations. They 
called him a slacker, a draft evader and other terrible names. 

"I went to the draft board and pleaded with them, 
finally, they sent to the medical corps of the Navy. People 
at the store where I worked called me names. Then ona 
Saturday evening the manager called me to his office and 
fired me. For a time I hated this country, but I am an old 
woman and I could do very little. I found this store and 
bought it. It has given me a fair living. 

"W--, don't you know him? He is one of the leading 
attorneys here in the Gity. He married well and has two 
fine daughters. Sundays, I go out to his house. His wife 
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has three German girls to do her work, she helps Walter as 
he climbs higher in politics.” 

On a check up of W--. we found the following; he has 
very responsible job in ate city attorney's office, he is 
a former president of the Young Republican's Club and a 


former Post Commander of the American Legion, 
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There are seven in this family, Gus, his wife and 
their three children, besides Gus's father and mother. 

The old folks came to this country from Germany and 
bought : ranch in North Dakota, about thirty five or forty 
years ago. They sold their ranch and moved to Berkeley 
when shortly after the war. wheat prices started to drop. 
Gus was the only one of their children that came with 
them. They both look to be at least sixty five or seventy 
years old. He is a rhammatic cripple. They own the house 
the family is living in now. 

Gus was born in this country and is about thirty 
years old. He has been married several years and has two 
small children that don't go to school as yet. For the 
last four years he has been working for a plant in Emery- 
ville, doing a semi-skilled job and making four dollars 
and sixty cents a day. He was fired for union activity, 
during the General Strike. 

Soon after the NRA codes were adopted, the plant in 
which he worked had the men elect an NRA board that was 
supposed to take up their grievances with the plant offici- 
als. There were twenty elected on this permanent board 
and Gus was one of these. The officials manipulated the 
elections so thst a large proportion of the board and the 
entire executive body of the board, were foremen or other 


loyal company men. The minority group of the board members, 
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like Gus, who honestly believed that the board was set-up 
so that the workers in the plant would be able to get im- 


proved conditions through them, tried to push things like 
double pay for over time, and in one instance a ventilating 
system for one part of the plant. Gus and same of the other 
members became pretty disgusted with the board. 

When the general strike was called and the sentiment 
for organization was very high in the plant, Gus, and some 
of the other members of the board, decided it was the op- 
portune time to build a union. They hired a hall and got 
a speaker fron the A..F. of L. headquarters, then they told 
everybody they saw in the plant that a union mesting was 
going to be called the next day. The meeting was scheduled 
for the second day of the General strike. There was a 
good turn out at the meeting considering the fact that the 
men had to stay away from work to come to it and that there 
was no publicity except word of mouth. The eighty men who 
came to this meeting decided to take out a charter in the 
A. F. of L. They did't know the other steps it was neces- 
sary to take at that time, so that was all they did. 

During the next two days the company laid off eleven 
men who were the most active union supporters, telling 
them that they would be called back in a couple of weeks. 
Gus was one of these. None of those laid off have been 


taken back. Gus's case and some of the others are now 
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before the National Labor Board. Nothing more was done 
with the union after that meeting. He still thinks there 
is a chance that the board will hand down a favorable 
decision. He is pretty well informed and knows that the 
board decisions in like cases have very seldom favored 
those fired. He says that if the decision is not favora- 
ble then he will be convinced that the NRA is exactly 
what a certain Mets organi sabi ori says it. He is on 
the verge of becoming a really class-conscious worker. 

He has not been:able to get any other work and just 
recently applied for a S.E.R.A. job. The family does 
not seem to be especially hard up. They have a fairly 
late model small car, the house and furniture is nice etc. 


I suppose the old folks have some money. 
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GERMAN 

Hailing from Berlin, Germany, Ludwig came to San 
Francisco in eighteen ninety four, at the age of fifteen, 
on a visit to his uncle, who was the owner and operator 
of a well known brewery of that time. 

Liking our city, and as his uncle was ina position 
to offer him employment, he decided to remain. Possessing 
a strict sense of duty and determined to succeed, in due 
time, he advanced in the business so that when his uncle 
died in nineteen fourteen he became head of the firm. 

In nineteen ten, Ludwig married a daughter of a former 
German consul here, the union being betes blessed with two 
boys who are now active in the business which, since repeal, 
has taken on activity as of old. Still active though con- 
siderably past middle age our friend has no désire to re- 
turn to his place of birth and considers his venture to 


San Francisco. fortunate indeed. 
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GERMAN 

A militaristic nation always, but Germany under the 
old regime was extremely so, in fact, so much so, that there 
was a strong inclination to escape when possible. 

Paeinue whose home was in Frankurt-Am-Main, was an 
impulsive youth, and as the time approached to take up 
military training, as had his brothers and forefather, he 
disliked the idea more and more; thus it was that he engaged 
passage on a sailing vessel bound far America. 

Across the Atlantic and around Cape Horn, one hundred 
and thirty days in all, they finally reached California. 
Adolph was thrilled with the adventure, having a fondness 
for the sea. 

San Francisco’made a lasting impression on oqir German 
friend and he marvelled at the natural wonders, more S09, 
the even climate. During the two months visit he became 
acquainted with an English sea captain, and as a result 
made the return trip to Liverpool. Arriving in England, 
the ship was ordered on to Hamburg for cargo. Adolph, 
naturally, was fearful that he would be discovered, so 
he stayed close to the boat and, fortunately, was not 
detected, but a trusted friend delivered a letter for him 
to a family friend in Hamburg. 

Returning to San Francisco on the same vessel, he 


was given the job of cook and, from all reports, he made 
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good. Once more in California, he looked for work at once. 
It so happened, that one of the leading hotels at that time 
was advertising the fact that they were importing a German 
chef; Adolph applied for the position, and by using some 
high powered salesmanship, landed the job, although he had 
never cooked in his life, except on ship-board, however; 
he had often, at home, watched the preparation of various 
dishes, which no doubt helped. Needless to say, he was a 
success, and what is more, became later a part owner in 
the hotel. 

Being a good German, Adolph was thrifty and saved 
his money, investing wisely; thus at an early age, he was 
practically independent. A few years later, while visiting 
at a friend's home, he met the niece of the friend to whom 
he had written on his last trip to Hamburg, they having 
come to California on a visit. They were married and raised 
a family of five boys and three girls. The house, which 
they later built out on Sutter Street, was the first wooden 
frame building in that section. 

Only recently have Adolph's relatives in Germany dis- 
covered that he was in San Francisco; in other words, he 


proved to be the missing link in the family. 
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GERMAN 

Once upon a time, there lived in Hamburg, Germany, an 
attractive fraulein named Louise. The daughter of a well- 
to-do merchant, she had many advantages over her less for- 
tunate sisters in that she attended the best schools and 
also had the opportunity of travel. Possessing an engaging 
personality she naturally made friends easily and therefore 
became very popular both with the girls as well as the boys, 
so Adolph was no exception. He, in the meantime had dis- 
appeared so completely that even his relatives had no 
knowledge of his whereabouts much to their chagrin. 

As time went by an opportunity to come to California 
on a visit presented itself, an aunt and uncle being the 
kind benefactors. Thus it was that Louise set sail for 
America via New York City thence across the continent to 
San Francisco. 

Destiny, now was to take a hand, for, who should bob up 
in the far western metropolis but our hero, Adolph. Apparently 
given up as lost, l® had escaped from Germany in order to . 

evade military service and had come to America, setthing in 
San Francisco where he was employed as*a chef in a leading 
hotel. As in the love story of old, Louise and Adolph met 

at the home of a mutual friend. In due course he proposed, 
she accepted, end they were married. Their offspring of 
whom there are many are very proud of their interesting 


forebears. 
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GERMAN 


Emil L__ was born in Prussia. His father was a 

| fairly prosperous farmer. That is, he made a good living 
and saved a little. Emil, even when very small, worked 
all of the time except when in school. His main job, for 
the first few years was goose-herder. He had four brothers, 
two older than he was. As the farm would go to the oldest 
boy, the others were apprenticed to tradesmen in the vil- 
lage, when they became old enough. When Emi! was fourteen, 
he was apprenticed toa butcher and might have been run- 
ning a butcher shop in Germany yet, but he killed a man 

ina quarrel over a girl and had to leave the country. 

His father, who had some influence as well as money, got 
him smuggled across Germany and onto a ship at Hamburg. 

He landed in New York. On shipboard he had become 
acquainted with a Bavarian named Wagner, who, with a son 
and daughter, was on his way to relatives at Sleepy Eye, 
Minnesota. Emil: went with them and got a job in Sleepy 
Eye as a butcher. He married Wagner's daughter soon af- 
ter. After four or five years he got the western fever 
and moved teed Dalles, a little railroad and stoék ames 
ping town in Oregon. There, he got a job firing locomo- 
tives on the Oregon Railway and Navigation Railrosd, ani, 
as men were scarce then, was soon running an engine. 


After twelve years on the railroad, he quit and 
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a butcher shopin The Dalles for two years. He then boucht 
# wheat ranch in Washington and stayed on it, until 1920. 
He sold the ranch while prices were still good and moved 
to Los Angeles, intending to take it easy the rest of his 
life. In the jiast few years, one investment after another 
has gone bed and now he is nearly broke. Hé@ is still a- 
ble to work, but no one wants to hire a man sixty years 
old when he can get his pick of men twenty five.years old. 

He and his wife came to Oakland a few months ago | 
to live with one of their sons, who has a small store here 
and is just about getting by. The son had a much larger 
store a few years ago and probably won't have any store 
mext year. He is short one hesvy cet, with a ruddy com 
plexicn and blond hair and mustache, although there is a 
good deal of gray in his hair ami a little in his mstache. 
He is intelligent and has read a g00d deal since coming” 
t. California, including sane of Karl Merx' books. He 
says he has been something of a Socialist for several years, 
but for the peat year he has been a real radiéal. 

He has three children. ‘Two daughters, married in 
Washington end the son in Oakland. He saye that there is 
no danger of his wife ond himself starving as their children 
would take care of them, but he does not want to be taken 
care of, and is very bitter against a system where a man 
able and willing t> work is not allowed to make his own 
living. | 
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ee I. L. was born in Berlin in 1875, ‘where she was brought 
up as an assistant in her aunt's delicatessen store. At the ~ 
age Of twenty-two, she married a man who was on the naine of 
leaving for America to start a restaurant business on capital 
gained in part from her dowry. The agreement was that she 
was to follow him within two or three years, when he was 
substantially on his feet. } 

In the interim, she was offered joint share in income 
derived from an entire block of apartment houses in a good 
residential quarter of Berlin in returm for certain genuine 

| favors. She waived aside the inducement in favor of legal 
marriage and the opportunities of the promised land. 

Her husband did not send for her; she had to look him 


ert up. He had gone bankrupt through competition. From then, 


i her twenty+fifth year, until the present she worked hard and 


i unremittingly; hers was the energetic program of personally 


/ 


i conducting a rooming house, a restaurant, the upbringing of 


two children and the nursing of her husband through a long 


a 


illness ending in his death. She says she has never known, 

since her twenty-fifth year, what it has meant to sleep more 

than four hours ina night. What "kept her going" was ine 

hope of compensation in middle or old age. She expected 
that the earnings of at least a part of this labor would 

enable her to retire some time in her fifties. She wanted 

to return to Germany and spend time brawling about the 


country and "living." “America for work; Europe for living," 


SS ae Qik es - 
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she said. She believed it impossible to continue the two 
activities Fs either country. 

Her plan has not been realized and she cannot under- 
stand why it has not worked itself out successfully in the 
affairs of life. It seems to her that there is a direct 


connection between excessive work and excessive gain. Her 


relations with her children have aided in dispersing her 


logic. Three times she has set her son up in business, and 
he is on the verge of failing for the third time. She believes 
that he has fallen into bad ways and that she is paying not 
oily for his lack of business ability, but for his vices as. 
well. Her daughter frankly extorts what a can from her 

for uses in her own growing family. She believes that the 
intense family feeling developed by the Jew, in other 
countries due to his greater segregation from the gentiles, 
is being disrupted here because of the freer intermixture 
between the two. She has also drawn the conclusion that 
while the rewards of work are here comparatively higher thah 
in other countries, a national wealmess makes it possible for 
the greater breeding of such a distaste for work, that 
exploitation is actually veehea upon and cultivated as a 
business. She believes her son and daughter have carefully 
trained themselves to this profession. She has drawn these 
conclusions through personal and mainly family experiences 
and does not hold them as political views. 


She has suffered the usual losses through the depression. 
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About this, she is more fatalistic than bitter. She is 
nearly sixty and she believes that within a few years she 
will be just exactly where she started from thirty-five 
years ago and that the only "future" she can look forward 
to-is that of being an unwanted guest in her daughter's 
home. 3 

She believeaw also that perhaps it would be better if 
she would just "disappear" from her children's horizon-- 
give over to them what money and capital she has left, 
learn to drive a truck, in which she would also sleep, 
and travel about the states selling doughnuts. She believes 
she can keep herself going in that way, and that it is the 
nearest approach to the satisfying the old dream of seeing 
Germany. She denies that maternity has any compensations 


for those who must work hard. 
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GERMAN 

Mrs. C | was born in Memel, German Lithuania, in May 
15, 1851. Her father was a captain of a ship which sailed from 
the Baltic Sea around the Horn to San Francisco. Her mother 
came from a middle class Prussian family of moderate but 
comfortable circumstances. There was one boy in the family 
a year or two older than Mrs. C _. At that time in Germany 
military service, for males over the age of eighteen was 
compulsory. Because of the religious beliefs of this family 
they strenously objected to their son having to serve in the 
army. This seems strange in view of the fact that the 
Prussians as a whole are notoriously militaristic. However, 
according to Mrs. C _, when she was five years old, her 
parents decided to emigrate to the United States where 
hey felt their children would be allowed to grow up in 
freedom and without coming into contact with war-like 
nationalistic ideas. Accordingly.her father left the sea 
and the family came to California. | 

The thing which most impressed Mrs, © aaa child 


crossing the Atlantic ocean was that persons suffering from 


-sea sickness were not allowed to drink any water. She says 


that her mother was very ill and wanted water badly. She 
finally stole a pail of water while the stewardess was not 
looking. This she drank as fast as she could, and the story 
is that her sea siclmess was cured. Mrs. C also remembers 


buying oranges in England and eating them continually while 
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-very happy match; the couple lived together to celebrate 


crossing the Ocean, she says that she had never seen oranges 
before as they did not have them in the country from which 
she came. From New York the family sailed to the Isthmus of | 
Panama, which they crossed by pack train. From the westerm 
shore of the Isthmus they sailed northward to San Francisco. 
They traveled into the interior of Galifornia, settling in 
Amador County. Mrs. C _ has many happy memories of her 
childhood. From pictures which she showed the interviewer she 
must have been a very lovely child and young lady. She went | 
to the common school] and was taught by her mother in the 
domestic arts. At the age of about twelve or thirteen she i 
left school. Her greatest ambition in life at that period 
was to be happily married and to have a family. At the age 
of sixteen she eloped with a man twelve years her senior. 


In spite of the difference of their ages this proved to be a- 


their Golden Wedding Anniversary. The man whom she married 


was born in Equador of a Spanish mother and a French father, 
His father had died when Mr. C _ was in his infancy, and his 
mother had brought him and his sister to Amador County. She 
had married a second time. This man had proven himself to be 
the typical, cruel, story book, stepfather. The boy was made 
to leave school and work at an early age; however, this 
probably had its advantages as at the time when Mrs. Stas 
married him, he had built up a successful butcher business. 


After he and Mrs. C _ were married they moved to | 
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Sacramento, where her first two children were born. Then 
drawn by the boom in San Francisco they moved to this city 
where their other three children were born. By this time 
Mrs. C _'s father had passed away and her mother came to 
live with her. She lived with them until the children 
were grown. The result of this was that Mrs. © Ahead ay ery. 
little to do in the way of household duties. About this 
time she became interested in church activities and 
thereafter, until about five years ago, her social life 
was entirely tied up with the church, of which she is a 
member. She has seen her four oldest children success- 
fully established, the two oldest boys follow their father's 
trade and now have a very successful partnership ina 
butcher business. The youngest son was for many years a 
successful and popular actor. He was for some time a 
feature actor in Hollywood and at the present time he is 
engaged in political activities in a small town near 
Los Angeles. The oldest daughter married CAP LY LE Le Ce 

She has now been married about forty-five years and is 
happily established in a home of her own. There have 
been only two tragedies of any moment to Mrs. C Te he 
entire life, One was the death of her husband in 1918, 
which occurred after fifty-three years of life together 
and she lost her youngest daughter, who was a concert singer, 


when the girl was in her late twenties and had ‘been a bride 
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of a few months. After the death of Mrs. C __'s husband 
she lived for a time by herself, in the home for which . 
they tad worked together; however, as she grew older and 
became less able to manage her houshold, it was decided 
by her children, that they should care for her. About 
1921, she went to live with her daughter in a small town in 
Alameda County. Since she has lived there her eyesight has 
failed. She had a cataract removed from one eye, but 
the operation was unsuccessful, because she refused to 
bandage the eye which had not been operated upon in order 
to force the other one to work, She would not do this, 
because she said it did not look well. At the present time 
the cataract on the other eye has become fully developed 
and she is almost totally blind. At the age of seventy- 
five she had an abdominal operation which was 
highly successful. Physically she has always been a woman 
of great vitality and her personality is of the domineering 
kind which always refuses to give up. 

Because she escaped domestic responsibility in her own 
home through having her mother with her and because ter 
oldest daughter was several years older than the next few 


children and was therefore able to assist with their care, 


Mrs. C has always been able to do exactly as she pleased, 


This has made her somewhat selfish. Now that she is unable 
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to go about freely, due to her blindness and the frailty 
of her age, she has become unhappy and dissatisified. 

Her children feel that she is very difficult. One wonders 
what she has, except her memories. She is obviously lone- 
some for the companionship which she knew before and enjoys 
immensely having someone with whom to talk. However, she is 
sensitive about her foreign birth and it is with great 
difficulty that any information about her birthplace was 
obtained. Her father was naturalized which makes ler a 
citizen. She is extremely patriotic, almost fanatically 

so. In spite of the fact that she is German by birth she 
still carries with her the war tine prejudice against the 


German people. She is very proud of the fact that the 


first president for whom her father voted was Abraham Lincoln. 


She, herself, has voted in every election since women were 
granted the franchise. Even now in spite of her blindness 
she continues to vote, having an election official mark 
the ballot for her. 

Evidently a eee family made a very statisfactory 
adjustment to American life. Mrs. C states that never at 
any time did they congregate closely with other German 
families. They made their friends in the new country among 
people of American birth. Their inherent German thriftiness 


is reflected in the acquisition of a comfortable income by 
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__'s children. She still has considerable property 


and money that she and her husband acquired together. Each 
of her children own their own homes and together they are 

| well able to care for her. This seems to exemplify the 
old tradition that people of Nordic birth often times 

make the best eiticeaan They are thrifty and hard 


working and easily Americanized. 
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My informant was born in Wattensdad by Hssen, in 1838. 
He went through grammar school. He learned in Essen the con- 
fectionary business, and was there for three years as an apprem- 
tice. From there he worked in the same line of business in Dar- 
sseldorf, Kolin, Leipzig, and Hamburg. He served for two years 
in the German army in Wilheim during 1907 to 1909. 

After getting out of the army he worked as pastry maker 
on the Hamburg-American lines until 1910. He spent the years 
1911 and 1912 in Paris and London, waking as a pastry maker in 
hotels and restaurants. He arrived in New York in 1913, found 
work in his trade in one of New York's big hotels. He left there 
in 1915 and went to St. Lowis, Chicago, Denver, Spokane, Seattle, 
and Portland, always finding wak in the big hotels as pastry 
maker. He arrived in San Francisco in 1917 and worked in sever- 
al of the hotels following his trade. He is an eer citi zen. 
He always made good mmey and saved.some up to the time of 1929. 
fhe crash took the greatest wart of his savings. 

He is still working in ‘the same line of business, and he 
has had a steady job for the last fow years. During the depres- 
Sion, his salary was reduced twice; first, he got a cut of 15%, 
and a year later, another one of 10%. The salary was never re- 
stored to the old standard. But what could he do, he had to take 


it or give up the position. He would not go back to the old country. 
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7 German....Subject 


He was born in Berlin Germany. His folks, at the 
time of his birth were well to-do merchants--being better 
eo fixed than the average. When he was ten years old his 
folks had a financial reverse of a cause unknown to him. 
They lost everything, including their home and place of 
business. His father tried for nearly a year to shtedn 
any sort of a job but could find nothing substantial. 
Finally the relatives raised enaigh money to send them to 


fglhgrs 
the United an his was the relatives on his, side only 


as ie i electives would not help, s=—rrr, 
In New York he started a jewelry store, actually it 
Was just a mere hole in the walljfin one of the lower districts 
of New York. It first had more the complex of a second 
nated dealer because his father's saptcri was very limited. 
During this time the younster attended grammar school 
and high schoo! in New York. By the time of his graduation 
his father had built up his business enough to offer his 
son a job. The young mer worked for his father fora few 


yj years but heartily disliked the work. However the business 
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A very short time later he received a good job in a shinping 


company. A soon as they found the job wis permanent they 


/gTer 


were married. After about five years,an opening higher 


up Occured on the coast and he received the appointment. 


Consequently they moved to the coast and made it there 
permanent hcome. He is still with the same company 

s 2 7 ° sever 3 7 
that he started with in New York and has wver had a decrease 


in his wages. Since 1929 themgh he has not had an increase 


though they had occured several times prior to that time. 
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sit GERMAN DRESSMAKER COMES T0 AMPRICA 
ye TO WORK, 


“I first came to America about twenty-five years ago 
Mre,Morris related, * for the express yurpose of working at my 
trade where I could make more money that I was receiving in 
my German home town,” 

“I am a trained dresamaker, I had worked in some of 
othe best shops on the other side, We had heard about the splendid 
opportunities in the United States and I felt I could take care 
of myself and send some much needed money home to my people, 

We had a large family, I was the oldest of several 

ate -. children, We lived in a medium sized German city, in a house of 
ample size, plainly furnished. We were comfortable enough, but 
lived very plainly and we all had to work hard to keep going, 

My parents were hard working people and we children 
were trained to work at an early ege. We had to perform our tasks. 
Work inside the house and outside was ace fnea to different chtiizres 
children and if a child neglected or forget, he experienced a very 
good reminder so it did not happen again. 

We started to school at an early age and here again 
school work was not play. We had to learn our lessons ano do aji 
work er be punished, Very important in our schooling were the 
three R's, reading, writing and arithmetic; also the languages, 
Besides my native German, I speak tnglish, syantwkx French, Z&utau 
Italian all of which I learned to speak quite fluently sae, FEST 
gchcolgil 1imnabatliiiVelEtatigh bit bat language I learne@iater. ¢ 
in ventral America where I lived for some years, 

I had a decided aptitude for designing of clothes 


and sewing, fancy work etc so later when i could leave school 
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Page two, 


my parefits helped me locate a good dressmaking establishment where 
I could learn the trade, I began as an apprentice, looking 

&fter the material supplies, learning different fabric types, 

and working at the finishing table, From this I waited on the 
clients as they came in, acted as saleswomen, studied designing 
and later was taught to cut and work independently, Before I came 
away I was drawing very good wages, 

But I had heard of the splendid openings in such 
business the United Mates offered trained workers, We had ¢zieud 
friends who had come over here, hence we heard many particulars of 
interest when I was thinking of leaving home for this new country, 

later I decided to come and prepared for the tzmurns 
journey, to New York City, where I thought I could easily secure 
work, I had saved some money to fortify myself comfortably until 
I located a position such as I had hoped to get, 

This was my longest boat trip. It was a very 
wonderful, experience and I shall never forget the thrills, even 
though I have been back since, New York was a very ext raordinary 
city and 80 very different from my German howe 

I forgot to say that wvefore embarking for 
America I had been around quite a bit in Huroye, to France and 
England and I had worked in France so I had considerable experienv 
in seeing the great dress making and designing establishments 
of France and England, This gave me quite a good background in 


seeking a connection here, 
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In New York I found a nice residential hotel, a 
family place to board, settled myself and then went out to look 
into the possibilities of work, I followed the Hewspapers for 
firms advertising for people and before long I found a good place 
at splendid wages, which were increased when they found how capabl<. 
44 prwxatxksx I was and that I could do 80 many kinds of work ree 
qyired in a large and fashionable establishment, 

I had worked here some months and liked America vux 
very much, when something unexpected happened, At the hotel 
where I boarded came a young man from the South American countries 
known as Central America, He was Spanish by birth, and much 
younger tha, I) but very g00d looking and appeared very rich.,. 

This young man did not speak English and therefore 
could not talk to the people around Him; often he had Rifficulty 
giving his orders at the table, I Spoke Spanish and naturally 
in helping him out we were thrown together a great deal, He turtk 
invited me pete sirtee I had not been sight seeing mich, It was 
very delight fu1, Soon he bought a very fine car and I had the 
finest time in my life, 

The United States and New York seemed a fairy land, 
Sefore long I married this young man and just abo ut the time 
I was planning to give up my work, - I understood he had never 
worked but came from a well +0 do family - the money showed signs 
of giving out, I ama very practi sal person, used to count ing 
money, asking costs ahead of purchasing and generally keeping a 
hand on my purse strings, 
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It was then that I pinned my young husband down 
to practical facts, which were, that the money was nausted, the 
car not entirely paid for and no expectations for further funds, 
At the rate we were living my earnings were totally inadequate, 80 
we took stock, decided to sell the car for traveling funds and 
return to my husband's home in Guatamala, I thought he should 
be better able to secure a living for us there among his people oe 
BRAxAx te 

We went down from New York via a boatline., I liked 
my new inlaws very much particalarly my mother-in-law with whom 
there has been a lifelong friendship. I soon fognd my husband’ s 
weaknesses, He was not a worker, never had worked and didn’t Xkex 
like to do mgch of anything but entertain himself, I knew his 
family were living frugally and ¥ could not stay there so very 
goon I opened a dress making establishment of my own, my mother= 
in& loaning me the money to start the place, I employed native 
girls wexx who sew beautifully and for a very low wage. 

Clothes down there are all summery, but I soon fell 
int® their way of dressing and did well in the shop, I paid off 
all dobligations financially of starting, had seven women working 
and was making splendid money, all this time supporting my husband 
and mysabf besides saving considerable, 

Before We went down, there had been a revolution, 

My family was fearful of another, 5o after a time, ay husband 
became restless and wanted to come up to the states again, saging 
he would like to try to get work again, He wanted to come to 


Los Angeles or San Francisco, The boats come very direct, Suntum 
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Guatamala is not far from the coast. From a port o 
of call close, a coffee shipping port, we were able to take a boat 
directly for the California ports, So I sold out my shop, much 
against my better judgment, and my husband and I came to San 
Francisce., where he secured one position after another, but none 
lasted more than a month or two, Finally living became 80 
precarious that I decided to try for some position and later 
secured a job as saleswoman at $125, My saved finds became 
expausted with the trip up and paying expenses for two , 

We lived on this salary I earned for some months 
until further complications became so great that my husband went 
back down to hia people in Log Angbles, where they had located 
after we had left Guatamala, I had a sorry time of it for several 
years, once securing a position to go with a family to Europe in 
order to once again see my family particyglarly my mother, I was 
able to stay a month, I had no intention of staying, in fact I 
shall never live anywhere but the United States now, 

My masband seemed more interested in younger women 
that in me, and since when I lived with him I had to support the 
two of us, I had no regrets Ges iaeenece ac divorces. 

Very soon I met a wxuguxtuk rather wealthy man 
Older than I to whom I am now married and happier than ever in 
my life before, We have a country home down the peninsula with 
a good income from several large ranches in the Santa Clara 
Valley and near Stockton, We have a car and drive about to the 
ranches and I have a nice home with everything I want|in reason 
provided for me, I feel after the hard years of work in Sermany, 


and in this country trying to make a successof my first marriage, 
thet I have earn pre gent rtd y Vedat ; 
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Case C. of 

Mrs. C. was born in Memel, Germany in May 15, 1851. Her father 
was a captain of a ship, which sailed from the Baltic Sea around the 
Horn to San Francisco. Her mother came from a middle-class Prussian 
family of moderate but comfortable-circumstances. There was one boy 
in the family a year or two older than Mrs. C. At that time in Ger- 
many, military service for males over the age of eighteen was com- 
pulsory. Because of the religious beliefs of this family, they 
strenously objected to their son having to serve in the Army. This 
seems strange in view of the fact that the Prussians as a whole are 
notoriously militaristic. However, according to Mrs. C., when she 
was five years old, her parents decided to emigrate to the United 
States, where they felt their children would be allowed to grow up 
in freedom and without coming into contact with war-like, nationalis- 
tic ideas. Accordingly, her father left the sea and the family came 
to California. 

The thing which most impressed Mrs. C. as a child, crossing the 
Atlantic Ocean, was that persons suffering from sea-sickness were not 
allowed to drink any water. She says that her mother was very ill 
and wanted water badly. She finally stole a pail of water while the 
stewardess was not looking. This she drank as fast as she could, and 
the story is--that her sea-sickness was cured. Mrs. C. also remembers 
bying oranges in England and ree them continually while crossing 
the ocean, she says that she had never seen oranges before, as they 
did not have them from the country from which she came. 

From New York, the family sailed to the Isthmus of Panama, which 
they crossed by pack-train. From the Western shore of the Isthmus, 
they sailed Northward to San Francisco. They travelled into -the in- 
terior of California settling in Amadore County. Mrs. C. has many 
happy memories of her childhood. From pictures which she showed the 


interviewer, she must have been a very lovely child and young lady. 
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She went to the Common School and was taught by ter mother in the 
domestic arts. At the age of about twelve or thirteen she left school. 
Her greatest ambition in life at that period was to be happily married 
and to have a family. At the age of sixteen, whe eloped with a man 
twelve years her senior. In spite of the difference of their ages, 
this proved to be a very happy match; the couple lived together to 
celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary. The man whom she married 
was born in Equador of a Spanish mother and a French father. His 
father had died while he was in his infancy, and his mother had brought 
him and his sister to Amador County. She had married a second time. 
This man had proven himself to be the typical, cruel, story-book 
stepfather. The boy was made to leave school and work at a very 

early age, however this probably had its advantages as at the time 

when Mrs. C. married him, he had built up a successful butcher bus- 
iness. 

After he and Mrs. C. were married they moved to Sacramento, where 
her first two children were born. Then drawn by the boom in San 
Francisco, they moved to this city where their other three children 
were born. By this time, Mrs. Cts. father had passed away and her 
mother came to live with her. She lived with them until the children 
were growne The result of this was that Mrs. C. had very little to 
do in the way of household duties. About this time she became inter- 
ested in church activities and thereafter, until about five years ago, 
her social life was entirely tied up with the church of which she is 
& member. She has seen her four oldest children successfully estab- 
lished, the two oldest boys follow their father's trade and now have 
a very successful partnership in a butcher business. The youngest 
son was for many years a successful and popular actor. He was for 
some time a feature actor in Hollywood, at the present time he is en- 


gaged in political activities in a small town near Los Angeles. The 
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Page 3- 
oldest daughter married early in life. She has now been married about 
forty-five years and is happily established in a home of her own. 
There have been only two tragedies of any moment to Mrs. C. in her 
entire life--one was the death of her husband in 1918, which occurred 
after fifty-three years of life together. She lost her youngest 
daughter, who was a concert singer, When the girl was in her late 
twenties and had been a bride of but a few months. After the death 
of Mrs. C's. husband she lived for a time by herself in the home which 
they had worked for together; however as she grew older and became 
less able to manage her household, it was decided by her children that 
they should care for her. About 1921, whe went to live with her 
daughter in a small town in Alameda County. Since she has lived there, 
her eyesight has failed. She had a cataract removed from one eye, but 
theoperation was unsuccessful, bacause she refused to banage the eye 
which had not been operated upon in order to force the other one to 
work. She would not do this, because she said it did not look well. 
At the present time the cataract on the other eye has become fully de- 
veloped and she has become almost totally blind. At the ace of 
seventy-five she had an abdominal operation which was highly success- 
ful. Physically she has always been a woman of great vitality and her 
personality is of the domineering kind which always refuses to give 
UD. 

Because she escaped domestic responsibility in her own home, 
through having her mother with her and because her oldest daughter 
was several years older than the next few children, and was therefore 
able to assist with their care, Mrs. C. has always been able to do 
exactly as she pleased. This has made her somewhat selfish. Now 
that she is unable to go about freely, due to her blindness and the 
frailty of her age, she has become unhappy and dissatisfied. Her 


children feel that she is very difficult. One wonders what she has in 
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Page 42 

./ except her memories. She is obviously lonesome for the companionship 
which she knew before, and enjoys immensely having someone with whom 
to talk. However, she is extremely sensitive about her foreign birth, 
and it is with great difficulty that any information about her irth- 
place was obrained. Her father was naturalized which makes her a 
citizen. She is extremely patriotic, almost fanatically so. In 

spite of the fact that she is German by birth, she still carries with 
her the war-time prejudece against the German people. She is very 
proud of the fact that the first president for whom her father voted 
was Abraham Lincoln. She herself has voted in every election since 
women were granted the franchise. liven now, in spite of her blind- 
ness, she continues to vote, having an election official mark the bal- 
iot for her. 

Evidently this German family,madé a very satisfactory adjustment 
to American life. Mrs. ©. states that never at any time did they 
congregate closely with other German families. They made their 
friends in the new country among people of American birth. Their 
inherent German thriftness is reflected in the acquisition of a com- 
fortable income by Mrs. Cts. children. She still has considerable 
property and money that she and her husband acquired together. Each 
of her children own their own homes, and together they are well’able 
to-care for her. 

This seems to exemplify the old tradition that people of Nordic 
birth often times make the best citizens. They are thrifty ana 


hard.working and easily Americanized. 


Edith Gilbert 
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Enjoyed a conversation with a woman of 79 years who 
had not mastered the Engiteh language very well although 
living in America the past 40 years. 

Prior to that »She and her husband with a family of five 
children lived in a ema village outside of Vienne. The 
husband hed a successful bakery shop and was a land owner. 
He was very highly thought of in the community and on numer- 
‘oui occassions was called upon by village officials for 
his advise.Their two older gecahters were educated at a 
private school in Vienna eo according to the style of the 
small town were considered exclusive. 

The husband's bachelor brother ,who was considered a 
a keen business man from Vienna,left for America in 1884. 
The letters he wrote home were full of inducements to leave 


the old country fér America. He wréte how the laboring man 


(like the peasants) recieved their wages in gold,which was 


very amazing and of course very aluring to those who heard 


of this. 


SO one day the husband let it be known that he was 
planning to visit America. After considerable discussion and 
planning it was decided that the hysband and the second oldest 
daughter ,who spoke the English language,would go to neste | 


first,which they did ,and a year later the wife and remaining 


. children left for America. 
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“hen the family arrived in New York City ,the husband 
and Foeeetens met them.This old lady told me ,she will never - 
forget the pangs of. disappointment that surged through her 
upén landing .Although the family were reunited there were 
ae of weeping and longing to be back home. 

The husband wes employed as a baker but was very much 
disconted as he wishes to have a bakery of his own,but the 
wife did not consent to it as she was afraid that it would 
take all of their money and suggested that they delay such 
a venture for a year or two and then decide if she wanted to 
Stay in America or go back home. At the end of the first 
year a son was born to them and at the end of the second 
year the husband died. | 

The bachelor brother who was the cause of them coming 
to America hed married and was living in Omaha ,Nebr. He 
He urged the widow to come with the children to Omaha,he 
sending the railroad tickets which ts accepted. 

Living ey and the class of people they met in 
Omaha were more to their liking.It was like going into 
another world. They Sa iat 2) aaiss 20 years.Thres of the 
PaLities Married there and are very happy.Tthe American born 
son entered college and studied theosiphy and is now a 
K4oister of the Gospel in Washington,D.C. and is oe high 


in the Masonic Order.@ne son is prosperous in Gklahoma, and 


the 79 year old lady is living with her oldets married 


- daughter whe is a business woman in Califfornia. 
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GERMAN 

Rk_ M_ was born on the outskirts of Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1896. His father was an Austrian and his mother German, 
both from the old country. He was educsted in the Cleveland 
Public Schools, that is, when he graduated from grammar 
school, family finances made it necessary for him to go 
to work. So after several Gerruie grocery stores, as 
Messenger boy etc. he at last found 4 job with a railroad 
in the baggage room handling trunks and mail and other in- 
cidental work around the terminal. In time he managed to 
become a station agent at a small station near the city, 
planned on soon getting married and proceeding along the 
process of what is called normal. living. 

However, he was very fond of liquor and in railroading, 
drinking on the job is taboo. Just here his normal living 
was upset. He had been drinking heavily one day and be- 
coming sleepy lay down for a nap. The telegraph instruments 
clicked away while he slept and a passenger train passed 
through without being flagged and notified that another 
train, an extra, was coming in the opposite direction. 
Luckily the trains met without a crash, it having been 
on a flat plain where each was able to see the other in broad 
daylight. 4nd when the train backed up the engineer found 
Shorty still snoring away in his station. So Shorty was 
fired. | 
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He obtained another job some distance away on a- 
nother railroad. This time he remained sober. But when 
his bonding papers were sent east to the bonding company 
they were immediately returned and he was fired. From 
job to job he went and always before the first month was 
up the blacklist of the first railroad caught up with him. 
The girl to whom he was engaged threw him over, so he came 
meet aad began working on section gangs, in mines and in 
any kind of work he could get. He became a fruit tramp, 
picking fruit through all the western states following 
the crops as they matured from.state to state. In between 
he drank, thought of the girl who turned him down, and 
read a great deal of labor literature. When the strikes 
in the northwest lumber industry began he was working in 
an Oregon lumber camp. He joined the I. W. W., during 
the intense persecution of that organization shortly after 
the war, and wandered into Idaho where he got work on a 
road building crew. 

Here he found quite a number of fellow I. W. W.s on 
the same job. It so happened that the contractor who had 
obtained the contract for this roadbuilding was named Ox- 
man, and Oxman was the honest cattleman from the north 
who perjured Mooney and Billings into prison for life. So 
Shorty and his friends saw to it that in the cement poured 


into the roads an excess of sand was poured. Eventually 
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the roads were found unfit, Oxman was subjected to heavy 
penalties resulting in his bankruptcy, and Shorty and 
his friends grinned and moved on. 

For awhile he lived in the jungles near various 
towns and drank canned heat, occasionally working. While 
in Nevada on a drunk, he forged a check. When he became 
sober he found himself in the State Prison. He was pa- 
roled in two years and worked for awhile in the mines near 
Virginia City. However, he got drunk again and forged 
another check so his parole was revoked. This time he 
came back to prison and did two years more. He worked in 
the prison butcher shop and learned the meat tsiness. 

He filed an application for parole and the day was drawir 
near when it was to be given consideration, 

Carson City is the State Capital of Nevada. It lies 
at the base of the Sierras surrounded by brush and sage. 

A forest fire raged and was closing in on the city. Help 
from the prison was sent for. Among those who volunteered 
was Shorty M_. They fought the fire for hours. There 

was a fierce wind and it raced the flames this way and that. 
Bay back firing, the city was saved, but when it was over 
there were three prisoners and one guard missing. They 

were found later in a small ravine burned to a crisp. Among 


them was Shorty M.. 
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GERMAN 
A GERMAN TEACHING FELLOW IN PHILOSOPHY 

Eric was born in Stuttgart, Germany,in 1906. He is 
the second son of a well known piano manufacturer. He was 
sent to the Stuttgart, Technical High School in order to 
qualify for the degree of Doctor of Engineering which that 
school gives. He has a very alert and restless type of 
mind and he soon found the engineering course very dry and 
uninteresting so he spent most of his time reading in the 
Academic Library which has been at one time Schiller's 
school. When he was nineteen he had an affair with a 
peasant girl and Bric Wii? that his father was unjustly 
severe with him over this so he left home¢-walked to 
Hamburg and got a job on a German vessel sailing for South 
America. 

For the next three years he "bummed" around from place 
to place, doing whatever work he could find and as little 
as he could do to make a living. He Lp are as a deck hand, 
a cabin boy, a traveling salesman, a blacksmith's helper, 

a turck driver, and an orange packer. Whenever he got sone 
money he moved on to a new place, going to the Southern 
part of the United States in the winter and North in sum- 
mer. He was working as a deck hand when he met an English 
girl who was doing her practice teaching in the University 


and through her he came to the University. 
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He is now working for his Doctor of FHilosophy, and 
living from what he makes as a teaching fellow in philo- 
sophy and by tutoring. His wife, the Enelish girl, has 
a teaching job in the southern part of the state. He 
feels that the situation of humanity today is absolutely — 
(he indicates that he means hopeless by a wave of his hand). 
"There are certain truths that we must find and show the 
world. And I know because God knows I've "bummed" around 


enough, there is nothing in the world today.” 
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GERMAN 

Rudolph, now fifty-five. was torn in Hamburg, Germany, 
which, as you fio doubt know, is a world famous commercial 
center, with a population of over one million. 

He was the oldest of a family of five boys, his father, 
a day laborer, being very poor. It was a struggle, but in 
spite of all odds, the boys went to school and at sixteen 
entered into the military service, it being compulsory for 
all males between the ages of sixteen and sixty. However, 
this did not prevent one from entering a business or a pro- 
fession, thus it was that Rudy entered the gentlemen's 
wearing apparrel business, at which he was very successful. 
When twenty-five years of age, our friend married his 
school day sweetheart, a buxom fraulein, there being born 
into the union, a boy and girl. 

Then; the holocaust of nineteen fourteen, the world 
onslaught. All the brothers saw active service and sadly 
it is related how one never returned. 

After the armistice udy Pet usa to Hamburg to sal- 
vage what was left of the business, his wife and children 
having managed at least to keep the doors open, but all 
was changed now, a new era was to be born. 

Hans, the son, now grown up, decided to venture forth 
to the United States to cast his lot, having heard amazing 


tales about the possibilities here. Sovit was, that he 


42°70 


Shh oe ine 1 : \ ~ W. 
4 = . ; P * Halak Wit 

Ae H = ieee y : 3 ; PAL EAR na “rel hy 
eee Winsted. .guvdmal. 22 arod. gay ovbieygt 3 WO. igo bus é‘ 


Lalovemnoo avonet bf TOW # at. sword Feigrob of wor ae t ie. 


s0Lf lin ene TO¥O to, ig heal WO #z ot tw xtedaee 


re . R a * ; fess. 
f af ee eee oa & Sm ‘wed. Pinca * i, te ie TA +  * iw ed 
Lae 2 BYEO svit. to ¥! et ep lo geehi¢c ott este of . ae 


mi cod p~alunvade o sew dL. .s00q exev yoted  Tenod sf ysb. 7 
5 Ae 


fieouxiea we baa Loontoe o¢ tnew eavod sdi <ebbo ifs So etlqn 


TOr YmMacomeo pried TL. .siivtee yradifin edi otet Betstde. ve 


ie 
a 


e to esas of? meewieds eslem ifs 
at 1 ‘aeenterd @ wiitedne mot? sno Jreverq gor REP SE 


out fg eee | tinh pee Aoi She Lee of + 
gt MeL Jey co Dberetie rao Rees Sede gow tf ares Pale tiest” 


240 FER O80 LEe res © fet a: oobtiw de cSEo;»ns a ert us @*E reqgdsa ot inhow ' 

é ea 

ee > offre ee % . on oem. “3 a is 
5} i* t 3 “s : EMD et 3 : G I 5 € a >¥ ey ine Wie uw fi ai ‘ 

: Y oe 

f aes. 

E sc ga, yn re Rane sie PS TNE oe AMP mat ey eee ae 

Oo. *: & ey Oth SLIME RoR: B ~atTreehiaers rau: F bowhe oe 

3 pe ee oe ah won } ‘ eres 
~. EDS Oe YOU a <Holau edt otgat > 


Sitow of? .cessecrvot nestentta to Yepenolod end. trent 


: ‘ les en a oc ee 7 ‘ Pa Ree oe - 
St eo y 4 = W Pee. ¥ 8 4 ue tio: 0 aL ah ae PR . sa t 
: - ’ 

Se ; } eae 

GPL S9 Tevem eno wot besalex aL 
a 2 Ov he 4 A A LG 2 ett { hh aS . @t ae J Es see 24 G@iiv te2 tA 


= ef | 


Be 
St Sesel oa begeneni, _gatvai 


mas sarod ‘ad oF ait ae or e ear 


Wot oistdey of bebioah: qr svete won .mhe ond Nusrat 


ot sosettibesnit 


set 


Ml 


landed in New York City in the spring of nineteen twenty 
two, where he spent six years before coming fesen Fran- 
cisco. He has been here for six years and is now a cigi- 
zen. 

Grieving for his parents and coupled with the fact 
that they were having such difficult times in the father- 
land, caused Hans to induce them to come to America and 
be with him, that he might be better able to assist them 
and that they might too, enjoy the easier, freer life here. 

Gathering together what cash he could obtain, Rudolph, 
together with his frau, engaged passage on a Hamburg-American 
liner and took off for San Francisco, via the Panama canal. 
They were thirty-five days enroute, arriving in June, hine- 
teen thirty three. 

Rudy likes it here immensely, not only the climate, 


but also due to the fact the possibilities are better. At 


first, he worked for his son, who had built up a lucrative 


grocery business, but now he has acquired it in its entirety, 
Hans, his son having migrated up state. Although he has 
been here only one and one half year, Rudy hopes to visit 
the old country at least once more, especially as his 
daughter is still there. 

In the meantime , no grass is growing under his feet, 
as he is constantly studying the English language and has 
also attended one of our evening hight schools, preparing 


to take out his first papers at the opportune time. Many 
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GERMAN 

The subject of this narrative was born in Luxemburg, 
Germany, and came to the United States in 1875, with his 
father and mother. They came to San Francisco where his 
father was engaged as cooper in the old Brewery Company 
and the sOn was also employed in the same company as 
teamster, in which capacity he remained for three years. 
He then was employed by a nursery company on what was 
known as the Mission Road, where he worked for six years. 

After he had been working here for three years he 
married a young lady from Luxemburg, with whom he has 
raised a family of two sons. With the experience he had 
obtained in the nursery business he decided to start out 
for himself. He built a shack on the outskirts of what 
was then known as the Baldwin Tract. Here the subject of 
this narrative began the business of gardner for private 
homes. This tract is now a part: af the fashionable West- 
ern addition. Our subject has been occupied for the past 
forty years in building up the gardens of this exclusive 
section of San Francisco. For many years, with his horse 
and wagon he hauled loam up the sandy slopes of these nilis 
to make foundations for the gardens, which today grace the 
slopes of the western addition. In 1915 he decided to go 
on a trip to Germany, hough his wife wanted to postpone 


it another year. He was determined to go then or not at 
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all. She finally consented and they enjoyed a delightful 
trip for six months. Indeéd, they were fortunate to have 
made the trip when they did, first because the world war 
would have prevented them from going the next year and, 
because his wife was stricken Pinmiuiinances in 1916 since 
which time she has not seen the light of day. 

Our narrator still continues to beautify the streets 
and gardens of the city by the Golden Gate and though he 
is a loyal American citizen he has pleasant memories of 


"Die Wacht am Rheim." 
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_ , Re Von N.-- A German born in Germany, tatkS perfect englésh, age about 
37, went to sea at an early age as a merchant seaman. Vague as to his 
first entry in the United States. Joined the iarine Corp in 1922 serving 

two enlistments. After being discharged from the Marine Corp in 1928 
met and married the madam of a sporting house with whom he has lived the 
past six years. States he does not like the asscoiations he is in but 
, does not know how to break away. States he can not get work and is 
_ further handicapped as he is not a citdzen and is afraid to apply for his 
. papers as he has two convictions against him for being the inmate of a 
disordely house and says that if they should dig into his past and find 
these records that he would probably be deported. Is plentifuly supplied 
with money but says he would much preferg an honest job but does not 
know of any awy he can break away from the life he is now leading. Has 
no desire to return to his own country as his only ties there his parents 
died recently. 


R V Armstrong 
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beesetlon a very small farm in the "Black Forest” district 


Ss Germany in about 1866, of Italian parents. Knows Little 
of father or mother or where they came from except that they 
probably came from the south of Italy as they were both very 
dark. | 

Before he was born, his father left Germany very sudden- 
ly with a brother for parts unknown. ~ Eleven years later the 
qmother received a letter and a sum of money from the brother 
in the United States telling her that her husband hes been 
killed in a knife aud in New Orleans and thet she was to use 
the mon to ve to San Francisco, California. 


J bh 
joo iter several m eee of ar angements ,the prother was no- 


“he Wt oy, 
tified by letter pa Miorsdt sail irctsoee from Hamburg-for 
Philadelphia, #He-Mother-and Hér Tour sons. The name of the 


boat and the time it took to cross have long since been for- 
gotten. 

On arrival at Philadelphia the steerage passengers were 
all herded into a boarding house where “oe all slept on the 
floor and where their German money was changed into United 
States coin feo1dl tne first they had afer seen. In this 
boarding house)nearly all of their money was stolen from Poe 
in one way or another, by the time they had sat hart their 
ae fon the west coast. In Philadelphia,they saw their 
first black nen fe German speaking American negro 

In about two weeks they got started on the Union Pacific 
hala New York, Buffalo, Chicago, Omaha, Cheyenne, Salt Lake 
City and Sacramento. The trip tose several weeks and the 
family expected to be killed at any time by the Indians, about 


ad heard terrible tales. They saw hundreds of 
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“both Indians and buffalo in crossing the plains, and in one 
place the train was forced to’stop on account of the buffalo. 

They were met by their uncle in San Francisco who took | 
them by team to Fresno, where he and the boys' father owned 
Mie O00, Acre tench, | 

In the next two years there were two girls born by the 
mother and the boys were told that they were thdee, half 

“sisters. 

Life on the ranch was very hard, working from sun up 
till dark and even after some times, so after about four 
years, at the age of sixteen, tt : ran away and made his 
way to St. Louis where he got a job peeling potatoes in a 
hotel. From then on he wandered all over the United States 
working at anything when it was necessary and once going to 
Mieske en) the old. 6. 6. "Bear". : 

When the United States entered the World War in 1927 (asda) 
was on a ship in Mexico. Altho he was past fifty years ey 
he was afraid that he would have to go to war if he returned 
by to the United Btatan.V ao he and another sailor jumped ship 
in Peru and remained in South America until 1920. These two 
men made a very large sum of oh ea talahea 20,000 Pach, in the 
three years they were there, but I was unable to ee how. 

Coming back to Fresno he found that his uncle had killed 
his mother and then killed himself and that two ef his brothers 
had been drowned, ieeving one brother and the two half sisters 
all of whom were married and had large families. The home 


had been split up into three parts,each having a part. 
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coseco where he peas ae a fishing. boat and invested the ij 


oat his money in bank stock, which he lost later. | - 
lt ihae “The boat was seldom used for fishing, Sv ept an estab- 
in ‘ zt K a . fir RS 
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until the law daught up with him in 1927 and sent him to 


e did very well 


prison for three years. 

Now ,at the age of he is running a small eating place 
in the atin quarter of San Francisco, where gex liquor can 
be had that does not carry a revenue stamp. 

This man who never attended school and who never cast 
a-vote in his life thinks that President Roosevelt is all 


) 


right but that the United States would be much better off if 


we had a man like.Mussolini to rule us. 


wiTe 


aa 


pee hi ety : 


+ ae 


Oe 


